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10th Sunday after Pentecost 
9 August 2020 

 
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Mapleton, IA 

Job 38:4ï18 / Psalm 18:1ï9 (7ï16) / Romans 10:5ï17 / Matthew 14:22ï33 
 

Sermon Title: ñSo faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christò 
Sermon Text: Romans 10:5-17 

 
 
ñGrace, mercy and peace from God the Father, and our LORD Jesus Christ.ò  (2 Tim. 1:2) Amen. 
 
 
The Bible can be confusing at times, but it doesnôt have to be.  You and I have to be willing to listen and learn.  

Thatôs often the hardest part about studying the Bible.  We want a quick, definitive answer.  And if we were honest, 

we donôt want to have to think about the answer.  This is why so many people struggle with what the Bible says and 

means.  They donôt want to put for the effort.   

 Having faith in God, though, doesnôt have to take a lot of effort.  Jesus makes this point one day.  ñAt that 

time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, óWho is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?ô 2 And calling to him a child, 

he put him in the midst of them 3 and said, óTruly, I say to you, unless you turn and become like children, you will 

never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4 Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heav-

en.ôñ  (Matthew 18:1-4) 

 Do you have faith like a child?  Maybe you scoff at such a questionðthinking, Iôm a grown adult and I donôt 

do anything like a child anymore.  I donôt live like a child.  But maybe you should.  God gives you his message of 

hope and salvation found in Jesus Christ alone all written down in the Bible for you to read or listen to and chew on 

it. 

 Paul talks about having faith like a child in part of his letter to the Christians, who live in Rome.  We pick up 

this part of his letter in Romans chapter 10, beginning at verse 5: ñFor Moses writes (in Leviticus 18:5) about the 

righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them.  One who 

kept the Law perfectly was promised life (Lv. 18:5); but no sinful human could reach this standard of holi-

ness.ò)ò  (Romans 10:5) 

 God told the Israelites through Moses what he expects from themðhow to live with each other and how to 

practice healthy hygiene.   God did this so that the Israelites would be set apart from the rest of the people on the 

planet at that time. 

 The key point to the Ten Commandmentsðalong with all the other rules about food and healthðis if you live 

exactly the way God describes, then you will become as holy as God is.  Of course, obeying just the Ten Command-

mentsðwas difficult, and no one ever reached Godôs standard of holiness. 

  6 But the righteousness based on faith says, ñDo not say in your heart, óWho will ascend into heav-

en?ô ò (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 ñor óWho will descend into the abyss (see Rev. 9:1)?ô ò (that is, to bring 

Christ up from the dead) (see Hebrews 13:20). 8 But what does it say? ñThe word is near you, in your mouth and in 

your heartò (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); (see Deut. 30:11-14)ò (Romans 10:6-8) 

 Here in Romans 10 verse 6-8, Paul is quoting from Deuteronomy chapter 30.  When you read this portion of 

Scripture, youôll see Paul has included his explanation in parenthesis right in the text.  He does this so that New Tes-

tament believers, who donôt know or donôt remember the context of this Old Testament passage. 

 . 
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 Paulðin quoting Mosesðreiterates one point: ñBut what does it say? ñThe word is near you, in your mouth 

and in your heartò (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim);ò  Godôs Word is readily available to you.  You 

donôt have to travel half-way around the world to Ghana, West Africa to find and hear Godôs Word preached and 

taught.  Itôs right here in Mapleton, Iowa!  You have Godôs Word available to you in a language that you can under-

stand.  Just open your Bible and read or turn on an audio Bible and listen. 

 This message of hope and salvation found in Jesus Christ alone is really that simple.  Paul continues his let-

ter explaining that you become a believer in Jesus by the work of God the Holy Spirit.  9 because, if you confess 

with your mouth that Jesus is Lord (see Matt. 10:32; Luke 12:8) and believe in your heart that God raised him from 

the dead, you will be saved.  10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses 

and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, ñEveryone who believes in him will not be put to shame.ò (see 1 Peter 2:6-

7; Isaiah 26:16) 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing 

his riches on all who call on him. 13 For ñeveryone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.ò (see Joel 

2:32) (Romans 10:9-13) 

 Throughout Paulôs letters in the New Testament, he often quotes passages from the Old Testament.   Re-

member, at the time when Paul was writing his lettersðwhich would later become part of the New Testamentðthe 

only Bible that existed was the Old Testament. 

 In verse 11, Paul quotes the Prophet Isaiah when he writes: ñFor the Scripture says, ñEveryone who be-

lieves in him will not be put to shame.ò (see 1 Peter 2:6-7; Isaiah 26:16)ò  No one is put to shame, who confess 

and believes in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour.  Are you ashamed of God?   

 Jesus talks about this in Matthewôs Gospel: ñSo everyone who acknowledges me before men, I also will 

acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before men, I also will deny before my 

Father who is in heaven.ò  (Matthew 10:32-33) 

 Are you ashamed of talking about your faith?  If so, why?  Maybe youôre thinkingðbut people will be of-

fended.  That may happen, but our world desperately needs more people speaking the truth instead of being si-

lenced. 

 Also, in this day and age when Covid-19 has affected many peopleðsome who have died from this dis-

easeðlots of people are looking for hope and encouragement.  As a believer in Jesus Christ, you have something to 

offer such as a promise from God that he is with you always unto the end of the ages.  Pray and ask God to give you 

the courage or strength or wordsðor whatever is stopping you from sharing Jesus. 

 After the Prophet Isaiah, Paul then quotes the Prophet Joel to make his point: ñFor ñeveryone who calls on 

the name of the Lord will be saved.ò (see Joel 2:32)  If you believe in Jesus and make this confession then youôll be 

going to heaven when you die.  But this isnôt a reason to then try to convince yourself that you donôt have to go 

churchðyou donôt have to have fellowship with other Christians.  That isnôt true.  

 When you refuse to gather with other Christians, then you are hurting yourself.  When you give every ex-

cuse you can think of as to why you donôt want to gather with other believers, then you never grow in your faithð

you are never challenged by the Word of God. 

 Now, Iôm not talking about people, who physically canôt gather with other believers.  Iôm talking about peo-

ple, who say they are Christian, and yet maintain a very private profile.  They never talk to anyone about anything 

in their lives. 
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 But I would like to challenge you to rethink your ideas about church and worship.  Church is more than the 

pastor.  Church is more than bickering and fighting.  When church is no longer about Jesus, then weôre all in trouble. 

 If attending worship is simply another task you think you have to do in order to be a ñgood Christianò then 

you need to rethink why you come to church.  If you desire to gather with other believers in worship to receive from 

God all that he desires to give you, then you are thinking correctly. 

 Paul goes on in his letter to the Romans: ñHow then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? 

And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?  And how are they to hear without someone 

preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent?  As it is written, ñHow beautiful are the feet of those 

who preach the good news!ò (Isaiah 52:7)ò  (Romans 10:14-15)   

 Here we see Paul talking about the importance of people going out and sharing the Good News of Jesus 

Christ.  And Paul isnôt just talking about pastors.  He is also talking about all Christians to share the hope you have 

in Jesus, Son of the Living God. 

 First, we see Paul talking about how people become followers of Jesus Christ.  You become a Christian by 

Godôs Word through the work of the Holy Spirit.  Godôs Word is preached and taught and then the Holy Spirit nur-

tures Godôs Word to create faith.  Then, the Holy Spirit keeps working in your heart and mind to nurture that faith in 

Jesus. 

 Maybe that Word of God was preached or taught in a worship serviceðor on the radioðor on the Internetð

or any other ways that God uses to spread his message of hope and salvation found in Jesus Christ alone.  

 And this is why Paul says: ñAnd how are they to preach unless they are sent?ò (Romans 10:14-15a)  Itôs im-

portant to take precautions as we learn to live with Covid-19, but you shouldnôt stay locked up in your home.  After 

all, God is still in control of Covid-19.  He knows what will happen tomorrow, next year, and 20 years from now. 

 We donôt have to act foolish and disregard the CDC guidelines.  Instead, we should use our brain to think 

how we can keep ourselves healthy and safe and how we can keep other people safe and healthy.  One way, of 

course, is to wear a face mask when you are in close proximity with other people. 

 Of course, if going out isnôt something you feel comfortable doing just yetðthink about all the other ways 

you can communicate with other people.  Phone call.  Video call.  Greeting card.  Letter.  Email.  Text and so many 

other ways.  Use these opportunities to share the Good News of Jesus with other people.  Donôt wait for someone 

else to share Jesus with other people.  Do it yourself!   

 Paul wraps up this section of his letter in verses 16 and 17: ñBut they have not all obeyed the gospel. For 

Isaiah says, ñLord, who has believed what he has heard from us?ò (Isaiah 53:1) 17 So faith comes from hearing, and 

hearing through the word of Christ (see Galatians 3:2, 5).ò  (Romans 10:16-17) 

 Not everyone believes in Jesus.  Thatôs obvious from what we see happening in our country and around the 

world.  That is to be expected.  Itôs not only the Prophet Isaiah, who talks about not everyone believing in Jesus.  All 

throughout the Scriptures we see different situations where some people have turned away from God and are no 

longer interested in him.  They want to go their own way. 

 And then the Prophet Isaiah reiterates how you become a Christianðby the Word of God.  A preacher or a 

Sunday School teacher or a member of a congregation shares the truth of Godôs Word with one other person or with 

a group of people, and the Holy Spirit works in and through that Word to create and nurture faith in other people. 
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ñSo faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ (see Galatians 3:2, 5).ò  (Romans 10:16-17)  

We hear the promises from God in his Word, and then by the work of the Holy Spirit in you, he creates and nurtures 

faith in you.  This is what we understand in the Apostlesô Creed the Meaning of the Third Article: 

 ñI believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but 

the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel,  //  enlightened me with His gifts,  //  sanctified  //  and kept me in the 

true faith.  In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and 

keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.   

 ñSo faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ (see Galatians 3:2, 5).ò  Paul is saying 

what I have been saying oftenðwhen you fill up with Jesus then youôll have lots of Jesus to pour out to others.  You 

fill up with Jesus when you read or listen to the Bible every day.   

 If youôre not sure where to start reading or listening to the Bible, then call me and Iôll help you find a Bible 

reading plan.  Or, go online and search for a Bible reading plan to get you started digging into Godôs Word everyday.  

The point behind all Bible reading plans is to simply start slowly and start developing a habitða habit in which you 

daily hunger and thirst for Godôs Word.   

 ñSo faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ (see Galatians 3:2, 5).ò  To God be 

the glory now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Now, may the peace of God which transcends all understanding guard and keep your hearts in Christ Jesus.  Amen 
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St. Matthew Lutheran Church 
504 Walnut St., Mapleton, IA  51034 

 

Sunday, August 9, 2020 

Dear Members of St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 

 Greetings to you on this tenth Sunday after Pentecost in the Name of Jesus!  Even though we are learning to 

live with Covid-19, I am seeing some positive things happening.  Thankfully, people in this part of the state grow 

lots of tomatoes, zucchini and sweet corn and are able to share the abundance.  This is one way that God provides for 

all of our needs of body and soul. 

 The Small Catechism explains further in the Lordôs Prayer: the Fourth Petition and Meaning how God takes 

care of us: ñGive us this day our daily bread.ò  What does this mean? God certainly gives daily bread to everyone 

without our prayers, even to all evil people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to 

receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.  

 What is meant by daily bread? Daily bread includes everything that has to do with the support and needs of 

the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout husband or wife, 

devout children, devout workers, devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, self-

control, good reputation, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.ò 

 Every day that you wake up to a new day, God has given you breath in your lungs and your continues to beat, 

these are reasons enough to praise and thank God.  In addition, I would like to encourage you to think of 2-3 things 

every day for which you can thank and praise God.  When you do this every day, you can start developing a habit of 

thanking and praising God every day. 

 In addition to developing an attitude of thanking and praising God, I want to encourage you to read or listen 

to the Bible every day.  When you do, then youôll learn stuff like: ñThe words of a whisperer are like delicious mor-

sels; they go down into the inner parts of the body.ò  (Proverbs 18:8) Gossip is simply believing lies, and the Scrip-

tures equate listening to gossip with eating and enjoying a piece of cake.  Just get out your Bible and start reading or 

listening to it and then youôll learn the real truth!  God bless you with his peace and joy this week.  

        Sincerely, 

        Pastor Chris LaBoube 



 

 т 


