St Matthews Service

Rev. Christopher LaBoul

January 17, 2021
The Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Bbfrust in the Lord with all our heart, and
ways, acknowledge hi m an(dPrhoev emHedl)sl 3d:i5r ect vy

ACTI VE
CHRI STI

TOGETHER

T Mission Statement
OUT REACIF. |
NU RTURE

St MatMaty tiinteeawanLCntirltler an Chur ch
5014VaWat IVadeton Mavm 15 eltso n l owa 5103
Chiuwcn othce Ofof-2 214 32x8B4-A1 16838 1
Emali pfdicrec@sdavmartctohewmapl et on. or

webbisi wvewsisdiimattiihcecwmap !l et on. or g
FBpapea glellatiSaw. L utMasth-tMavgave t wthh er an

Rev. Chri st oph(eRfasLtaoBroub &aren Krusen

(7824-0652 )cell phone Of fice Administr
(volunteer)
(712)y22843f fice ph
712) 9046® cel Im |


http://www.stmatthewmapleton.org

2"Sunday after the Epiphany
17 January 2021

St . Matthew Lutheran Church, Ma
CSamhu20Pgal3dw€ra Corli n6 hiRDAdNAnibd

. S

Sermon Titl e: The Word of t he Loc
Sermon Text =201 Samuel 3:1

AGr ac e, mercy and peace from Goo(R2hdimat Aher

Today i s the Second Sdaredayiafgt dro tl lbeo KE mit p toa
from First Samuel chapter 3. Just to help
They wefiRamht-bmpmi m of t he hiolRantadtwmtprmi no fwat
22 miles north of Jeusdaalde m.E| kTahnea hf,a cwa st hfart

he was descended from a Levitical family.
The Levites were the men, who were set a

sert and then to serve God in the temple ir
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established alsi ZEpropylbheate &fmewhe hat Samuel

der the Priest EIIi. Af ter EI I passed away
was with him. Amen .
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Jesus. Amen.
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PARAMENTS ON OUR ALTAR

Coloris everywhereColor is God's way of filling his world with beauty and giving pleasure to thos
this colorful world. Christians, for centuries, have used color in divine worship to emphasize the
tion of God through his Son. Colordés Purpo
granted or mistaken in its purpose. The paraments, vestments, altar clothes, banners, traditione
each Sunday, must be seen as more than an attempt to decorate, or give accent to the chancel
doubt, the view of some. It's true; interior design and decoration are important. But a greater sel
ed of our Iliturgical colors than merely ma
used year after year without much attention given to their message, as well as their care, the pe
his faithful altar guild would do well to throw away the key to the sacristy and refrain from using
Adecorations. 0 Frequent instruction about
with its weekly use

Color, like musjgplays an important role in the life of God's worshiping people. Just as music is t
Ahandmai den to theology, o0 | iturgical col or
church year. Taking a familiar seat in the nave of his/her chapel preceding worship on any giver
worshiper's emotions and intellect are immediately engaged by color. Liturgical colors aid in est
mate in which Law and Gospel may be heard and received. Color allows us to see the Light of |
Christ. It serves to communicate the message of salvation. And communicate it does when it rei
ic fAicolorful oo chapter in the |ife of our L
Symbolism of Coloitsis appropriate, from time to time, to take a thoughtful and fresh look at the .
are displayed throughout the church year. In the end, we admit, the use of paraments, vestmen:
banners is an adiaphoron. Even the symbolism behind the traditional colors is somewhat arbitre
additional interpretations as generations pass. The primary source and guarantor of their meani
However, the important thing to remember is why we retain this traditional liturgical standard. Tt
ABB)gsPwro color scheme rests in their purpoa
municating the holy faith from generation to generation. In every age, the beauty and symbolisn
church continues to serve us exceptionally well!

Greencomes next in the acronym and is by far the most common color seen dutthgréreSesar.
vice Boogalls for its use during the seasons of Epiphany and Pentecost. The first Sunday follow
moon after the vernal equinox (March 21), also known as Easter Sunday, determines the length
seasons. The days of Epiphany may entail a total of, but not more than, eight Sundays. The sez
cost, on the other hand, can last from 22 to 28 Gueelayshe appointed color for all but a few of th
Sundays during these seasons. Conseqrestityay be used an average of six to eight months of &
en liturgical year! Epiphany's message of Christ's revelation to the Gentiles along with the seas
emphasis on extending Christ's kingdom through missions, calls goeémtheseotdr symbolic of
growth. The Sundays foll owing Pentecost, o
theme as that of Epi phanygreenAéatiovot nondbabty
greenbeing the established color, these Sundays also emphasize the subfeeigeonduiral col-
or, but there is nothing colorless about our need to grow and mature as disciples of Jesus Chris
igreenrmeadowo ti me of the church year is so | e
tain their faith through the constant use of God's means of grace. A helpful suggestion for congr
ing summer and fall months with one neutral color, would be to invest time and effort in obtainin
greenparaments. Variety and change in shades of this color would go a long way in keeping the
andbgr.e@nChanging the paraments every siXx we
their emphasis on personal faith that is living and growing.

Douglas K. Es@upastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Originallypubl
theran Worship Notissue 29, 1994. T




THE CLOSE OF THE COMMANDMENTS

What does God say of all these commandments? He says: “I, the Lord your God, am a
jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth gen-
eration of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who
love Me and keep My commandments.”

What does this mean? God threatens to punish all who break these commandments.
Therefore, we should fear His wrath and not do anything against them. But He promises
grace and every blessing to all who keep these commandments. Therefore, we should also
love and trust in Him and gladly do what He commands.

I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the
fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing
love to a thousand generations of those who love Me and keep My command-
ments. (Exodus 20:5b-6)

FOR SHARING

1. G. K. Chesterton wrote, “When people cease to believe in God, they don’t believe in
nothing; they believe in anything.” In what ways have his words come true in today’s
world?

2. The Close of the Commandments reminds us, as Luther notes, that the Law is a
“serious matter to God.” How do we often trivialize God’s commandments by our
words and actions?

3. “The Word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword”
(Hebrews 4:12). Describe how the Bible speaks to us through Law and Gospel.

4. Jesus is the “fulfillment of the Law” (Matthew 5:17-18). How does His perfect obedi-
ence and His sacrificial death comfort you in dealing with your temptations and fail-
ures? e

~

5. Though we always preach and teach the Law, why is it important that the Gospel of
forgiveness, life, and salvation predominate?

PRMER God’s Word is our great heritage And shall be ours forever;
To spread its light from age to age Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through life it guides our way, In death it is our stay.
Lord, grant, while worlds endure, We keep its teachings pure
Throughout all generations. Amen.
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BAPTUAS MAILDB!I RTHDAY Y S
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Name Baptism Andre  |Robert |Jan 17, 1947
Andre Robert |Jan 17, 1947 BrodersenKaylee |Jan 31, 2005
Bruhn Presley [Jan 10, 2010 Bruhn Jessica |Jan 14, 1986
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Else James |Jan 1, 1954 We are |is Dose mg Carol Jan 22, 1987
- éo,scb Y Mygn@l cJan 9, 19480
Holmes |Janeal |Jan 20, 1952 Bapti smal b H h
- - to remembe rGosIgr“ Marshall Jan 31, 1973
McGrain |Erika |Jan 29, 1994 celebrate th GronyyoldtigllwnJan\AI;,nl%l
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Schmidt |Paige |Jan 22, 2006| 20 0Pt €d 1 nto {;uﬁhh i/lu%* ! Jan 22 i‘rggf: Go
g ’ t hrough the w*%”}?r!nyr.e,'n%?anzt’he Ho l
Schmidt Jan 4, 1981 Soirit Miler = [Tari  |[Jan 7, 1994
piri -~
Schrader |Selma |Jan 26, 1930 Phillips  |Marlene (Jan 17, 1935
Pithan Derek |Jan 14, 2013
Pithan Emma |Jan 8, 2009
Schmidt |Paige |Jan 11, 2006
Schmidt (Troy Jan 27, 2009
Witzel Lavone |Jan 31, 19383
Hamann |Katelynn [Jan 1, 1992
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Mon (18) |[Past or 0 Fami Da
SUNDAY ATTENDANCH (21) 43 (18) Pastoros Y Y
Wed (20) | Confirmation Class 6 pmto 7 pm
VISITORS (AD21) 19 .
Helping Hands, at 1:00 to 4 pm
SUNDAY COMMUNED1(1) NA Sun (24) |3rd Sun. after Epiphany; Church Services 9:30 a
BIBLE CLASS (0821) 17 Bible Class 10:45 am
SUNDAY SCHOOL-1021) 0 Sunday School 10:45 am @




